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Purpose 

 

The purpose of this document is to define the Village’s role in the overall function and 

maintenance of the Slinger stormwater drainage system.  There exists a lot of confusion 

with the amount of maintenance effort Village personnel are to provide residents as it 

relates to the overall function of the storm sewer system and the way in which this effort 

relates to the Stormwater Utility and its purpose.    

 

The stormwater utility uses stormwater utility payments from property owners to fund 

maintenance, repair and improvement activities on publicly owned or controlled facilities 

deemed to be in the public interest.  Such activities include cleaning catch basins and 

storm sewer lines, repairing or replacing curb and gutter, adding storm sewers, catch 

basins and drainage swales, mapping and inventorying the stormwater drainage system, 

inspecting stormwater ponds, and inspections or services provided by consultants 

providing professional services to the Village of Slinger.  The Stormwater Utility, like the 

Sewer and Water Utility, is tasked with maintaining the public drainage infrastructure 

and will not enter into private properties in order to resolve private drainage complaints 

or maintain privately owned drainage facilities. 

 

Definitions 

 

1. Public Stormwater or Drainage Easement:  A legally defined area of private 

property that is specifically deeded or granted to the public or Village of Slinger 

for the purposes of stormwater management or drainage facilities.  A public 

stormwater easement is typically transferred to the Village on a subdivision plat, 

certified survey map or some other legally acceptable documentation that is 

recorded at the Washington County Register of Deeds.    

 

2. Private Stormwater or Drainage Easement:  A legally defined area of privately 

owned land that is specifically dedicated for stormwater management or drainage 

facilities.  The private easement is owned by one or more private residents.  These 

easements are cleaned, maintained, and kept in proper working order by the 

private residents that the easement area is dedicated to. 
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3. Undefined Stormwater or Drainage Area:  In some instances drainage way is not 

specifically dedicated as a public or private drainage easement.  In these 

instances, the ownership and maintenance of the drainage facility is the 

responsibility of the parcel owner. 

 

4. Stormwater Facilities:  Stormwater facilities may include a piped conveyance 

system, a swaled drainage way, stormwater pond, infiltration basin or some other 

engineered system designed and constructed to collect, temporarily or 

permanently hold or otherwise carry stormwater downstream.  Construction and 

maintenance of stormwater facilities will typically follow standards set forth in 

The Wisconsin Stormwater Manual, Publication Number WR-349-94 as 

published by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

 

5. Stormwater Ponds: As described for public stormwater facilities located within 

public drainage or stormwater easements, ponds that are to be operated and 

maintained by the Village of Slinger will be identified within a public stormwater 

easement or within a legally described outlot area.  Typically, outlots are 

graphically illustrated on subdivision plats or certified survey maps of a larger 

development.  Additionally, the outlot areas have to be specifically dedicated to 

the Village of Slinger and accepted by the Village for the specific purpose of 

storing stormwater. 

 

6. Stormwater Quality:  It is generally accepted that urban runoff from residential 

properties, commercial properties, parking lots and roadways is loaded with 

sediment.  This sediment is collected and carried by the stormwater drainage 

facilities and ends up in the bottom of catch basins, storm sewers and drainage 

swales or ponds. 

 

7. Stormwater Quantity:  It is standard procedure for the Village stormwater 

facilities to handle stormwater flows as defined in the Villages Stormwater 

Ordinance (Chapter 33 of the Municipal Code).  

 

Policy 

 

This stormwater policy is aimed at maintaining the volume and quality of stormwater 

handled by the Village’s stormwater drainage system.  In general, a routine of catch basin 

and storm sewer cleaning is recognized as the best way in which to handle peak 

stormwater flows as well as reducing pollutant loadings to sensitive areas that may be 

located downstream.  Specific details of this policy are as follows: 

 

1. The Village of Slinger Public Works Department will maintain storm sewers, 

catch basins, culvert pipes, drainage ditches, ponds and other stormwater facilities 
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that are located within public rights of way or public stormwater easements 

specifically dedicated to the Village of Slinger.   

 

2. Storm sewers, catch basins, manholes, culvert pipes, drainage ditches, ponds or 

other stormwater facilities located on private property or within private drainage 

easements will not be maintained by the Village’s Public Works Department.  

Facilities within private property or private drainage easements are to be owned, 

operated and maintained by the owners of the property or by the entities or 

association identified by the private easement.   

 

3. The Village will review proposed stormwater enhancements located on privately 

owned properties for compliance with this policy.  The general rule to be followed 

by residents or property owners looking to enhance stormwater drainage on their 

lands is that the volume of stormwater discharged from privately owned property 

to public drainage facilities must not exceed the volume previously discharged 

from the site unless part of a larger overall stormwater plan specifically approved 

by the Village Engineer.  Additionally, the quality of stormwater discharged to 

public stormwater facilities must be of identical or improved quality as compared 

to the stormwater discharged from the site prior to the privately owned facilities 

being constructed.    

 

4. The Village of Slinger will not offer assistance or equipment for use by residents 

overcome by localized or area wide flooding or groundwater problems unless 

specifically ordered to do so by the Village Board in which case the resident or 

property owner will be charged at the appropriate rate for all equipment and 

personnel allocated to the project.  Typically requests for assistance include, but 

are not limited to, flooded yards, sump pumps that appear to be operating with 

increased frequency, erosion of private property not caused by public stormwater 

facilities, privately owned stormwater basins or ponds that require maintenance or 

have been inundated by high precipitation events, or engineering or construction 

or emergency overflows to short circuit privately owned stormwater facilities that 

have become or are reaching capacity due to high precipitation levels, lack of 

maintenance or some other issue causing the level of said private facilities to be 

exceeded. 

 

5. The intent of this policy is to define the Village’s role in the overall stormwater 

drainage system.  The policy is not intended to prevent the Village Board from 

authorizing staff to perform improvements deemed in the best interest of the 

Village even if the authorized work is located partly or wholly on privately owned 

property.   

 

 


